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COMPETITION TRAVEL POLICY 2008-2009
Revised August 26, 2008

Competitions are held regularly throughout the season, and are open to any Skate Canada members.  Details about competitions are available on our website, and the BC/YT Section website at www.skatinginbc.com, which also has links to the other Section websites. 

Club-subsidized travel to competitions is restricted to those skaters who are registered in the Starskate or competitive streams only.  All skaters applying for a subsidy must be members in good standing, and must be participating as a Program Assistant in the Canskate program (if 11 years and older).

When a minimum of five (5) skaters travelling from the Club who are wishing to use the same coach, they may make application to the Executive to receive funding to offset coach expenses.  The Club will co-ordinate a maximum of four (4) competitions during the season, determined by the numbers of greatest interest.  The competitions of choice are:

· BC/YT Section Skate Canada Sectional Championships  November 8 -12 (Chilliwack, BC)
· VISI – April 22-22 (Nanaimo, B.C.)

The average cost of each trip includes airfare, hotel, ground transportation, and chaperone/coach costs.  In the past, that cost was about $900.00/skater/trip.  As in other years, Lottery funds of $200/skater will be applied for.  In addition to that, the Club intends to offer $300 to each skater as a travel subsidy from Bingo revenues, for a total of $500.00/season/skater.  Fundraising opportunities will be provided to give each skater the opportunity to build a travel bursary, which can be drawn from for these competitions.

An “Intent to Travel with Club” form will be attached to the Registration package for all Starskate/Competitive skaters.  Skaters will be asked to indicate for which trips they plan to travel with the Club.  Skaters wishing to arrange their own transportation, but who would like to be part of the group using hotel, ground transportation and chaperones, will be permitted to deduct an amount up to the Club’s airfare cost from the total trip cost.  (Please note that a receipt or copy of the plane ticket will be required in order to receive the credit or refund.)

If your skater is not travelling on the same air itinerary as the group, it will be the responsibility of the parent to arrange for your skater to meet up with the group at the hotel.  The Club will not be in a position to pick up children at the airport who are travelling outside the group.

If the skater is unable to travel for any reason whatsoever over the course of the season, the travel funds allocated for that skater will be returned to the Club’s general account at the end of the season.  There is no carry-over of travel funds from year to year.  However, any remaining funds from each skater’s personal bursary account can be carried over for use the next season.

Travel arrangements will be co-ordinated by the Competition Chair.  Every effort to access seat sales and affordable accommodations will be made.   A deposit of $200 will be required one month in advance of final arrangements being made, in order to secure a plane reservation.  Written notice will be given of a cut-off date for receipt of that deposit.  Monies not received by that date will indicate that skater is not travelling with the group.

The Competition Chair will also collect all Competition Registration forms by a specified date, to be forwarded to the Competition Registrar.  Receipt of the Registration forms must be accompanied by registration payment in full (each skater’s responsibility).   Again, should registration forms or monies not be received by the specified date, it will indicate the skater’s decision to not attend that competition. 

Coach(es) and chaperone(s) will be arranged for each Club-recommended competition, by the Competition Chair.  An indication of a parent interest in chaperoning will be requested on the Intent to Travel with Club form.

If you have questions or need assistance with finding information on competitions, you can contact one of our Executive Members.

