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· Figure skating is a 12 month of the year sport.  We need ice in Whitehorse for 11 of those months in order to develop and maintain competitive figure skating athletes in Yukon.
· We need to have ice available at a reasonable cost and at times when skaters and coaches are available.

· We need the ice to be available from early September through the end of July.  

Why September through July is important….

· The annual cycle for competitive figure skaters begins in April through to mid June.  
· This is an extremely important time for local skaters to have ice in Whitehorse.  Skater need to be home in order to complete their school year and they need to get their skates broken in and programs choreographed in order that they can spend their key summer training months on the development of new skills.
· Mid-June to August is the prime training time for the entire year.  
· Athletes skate multiple times per day, participate in intensive off-ice training and focus on adding new jumps and spins to their repertoire.  
· Skaters develop the muscle memory through intensive training that allows them to progress and they develop the skills and technique that they will include in their programs during the upcoming competitive season.
· September through March is the time when athletes train regularly but not intensively, they refine programs and technique and compete in various competitions, including sectional through national championships, Arctic and Canada Winter Games.
Why having ice at a reasonable cost is important…

· Arctic Edge Skating Club was formed in May 2005 by amalgamating the Whitehorse and Fireweed skating clubs.  The primary driving forces behind amalgamating the clubs was to improve the training opportunities and increase the fiscal efficiency for skaters and their families.

· The new club has focused its efforts on improving the quality of the programs, increasing grant and other revenue, and on improving fiscal decision making.  
· Our bingo revenues are declining substantially and our ice fees are rising substantially.  
· To compensate, over the past 3 years we have increased fees from $400 per year to over $1100 per year for a full fall/ winter package.  A skater would also incur about $2000 in lesson costs during the regular season.  Summer school fees are an additional $700. Summer lesson costs would be a minimum of $500.  This puts the total annual costs for a figure skater in Whitehorse in the $4000 range;  not including test, competition and travel costs. 

· We have researched fees with other clubs and our fees are similar to most of the major clubs in BC and much higher than most of the smaller clubs. We cannot raise fees more without driving skaters and families away from the sport.
· The major cost to our club is ice rental. Other clubs have year round rates for ice that are significantly less that those that we are paying.  Here are some examples:
· Yellowknife $69.50 (Prime time youth), $52.25 (non prime time), 

· Grande Prairie $93.35 year-round (youth) and $46.50 drop in, 5 or fewer, no advance booking.
· The Coquitlam skating club pays $77.95 per hour year round for ice year round in a facility that has similar amenities to the Canada Games Centre. 
· Port Coquitlam is $94

· Burnaby is $81.07

· Port Moody $88.25 
· New Westminster $65.40 
Why fair and reasonable access to ice is important…..

· Our experience with obtaining summer ice this year was unreasonable.  
· We were pressured to book significant volumes of ice at $194.40 per hour in order to have ice at all.

· We were then forced to schedule our summer school later in the summer than is beneficial to our skaters.  
· We were also told we couldn’t book ice two hours a week to accommodate a “pucks and sticks” session that was scheduled during the time that we had requested ice. 

· Some of our parents privately rented ice each Tuesday morning at 6:30 AM October through March 30 to supplement the training of dedicated skaters.  This time was made unavailable in April to accommodate a “Pucks and Sticks” session on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 7:00 AM. 

· In the past, the Canada Games Centre offered “drop-in figure skating” similar to the manner in which pucks and sticks is now being offered.  It was offered in the afternoon. This was done for one year only. It is a regular feature in other centres and we request that this be brought back.  This would signal more equitable treatment of ice for various sports and is a cost effective way to have non-prime ice utilized more effectively.  

In closing, we are working hard to make figure skating a viable and valuable opportunity for the youth of our community.  Our efforts have recently been noticed and acknowledged by Ted Barton, Executive Director of the Skate Canada BC Section. We will leave a copy of a letter from Ted with you.  We need your help to maintain and continue this development.

In summary, we are asking for changes in three areas within your span of control. 
1. Provide ice September 1 through July 30 each year.
2. Provide reasonable year-round ice costs 

3. Provide fair, equitable and reasonable access to ice
