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Welcome to Arctic Edge!  This is the first in a series of newsletters that are intended to keep you informed of what is happening in our club.

What’s New - It is truly a new season for our skaters this year.  We will be skating in the new Jeux du Canada Games Centre and after almost 15 years of having two skating clubs, we are bringing everyone back together.  While it has taken a lot of work and there is plenty more to come; it is a thrilling time for our skaters. 

With an expected membership exceeding 350 skaters, Arctic Edge is planning to offer new options for skaters of all ages and abilities.  Programming with a membership of this size necessitates rethinking how things could and should be done.  

While there will continue to be growing pains, in developing this new skating club, we are sure that the benefits far out weigh the costs.   As you will see in the schedule, one of the biggest benefits of Arctic Edge will be increased session and coaching options.  You now have choices of skating times at every level from learn to skate through adult sessions.  

Not everything has changed.  There are many familiar names and faces among the coaching staff.  Harold Sher is the Program Director.  Coaches include Danielle Armstrong, Lori Austin, Charlene Donald, Kim Hardie, Jutta Hopkins, Patricia Pettitt and Harold Sher. 

Synchronized Skating - With a larger core group of skaters synchronized skating can once again be offered. This style of skating is featured in the big name skating shows such as “Ice Capades” and involves groups of 12 or more skaters performing various maneuvers in time to the music.  We are hoping to develop a team and need 15 members to proceed.  So please consider adding this new aspect of skating to your activities this fall.

Jumpstart – The Fireweed Club called it SuperSkaters, theWhitehorse Club called it Early Figure Skating, “we” call it Jumpstart.  Regardless of the name, the purpose of the program is to assist skaters who have completed a minimum of level 3 of the Canskate program begin to develop the essential elements of figure skating. Skaters try figure skating in an affordable group lesson environment. Register at Sport Yukon or at our See It Try It event on September 17.
See It Try It - Arctic Edge, Whitehorse Rapids Speed Skating Club and Whitehorse Minor Hockey are hosting a See It Try It event on September 17, 12:00 – 4:00 PM at Takhini Arena.  It provides a chance for our members and the community to learn about the new club, meet the coaches, see the skater demos, try out the action and register their skaters for the upcoming season.  

There will be a skate and gear swap on that day, so go through your closets and storage area, bring your dresses, skates, and other gear to the rink with name and prices marked on them.  We will help you sell them that day.  

Encourage your friends, neighbors and family to come out and try Canskate figure skating and speedskating for free that afternoon.  Speedskates will be available.  We are encouraging all families to come out and join the fun. 

Seminar for Senior and Junior StarSkaters  On September 10 & 11th National coach Tina Leininger who teaches out of the Centre of Excellence in B.C. will be here to deliver a seminar.  A host of Whitehorse professionals will do the off-ice portion of the seminar.  Seniors will attend Saturday September 10 and Juniors Sunday Sept 11. There will be a parent education seminar at the end of the workshops.
 
Seminars will run from approx 9am to 4pm both days. The cost is $25.00.

 

Participation by Level A and B Best Ever qualified skaters in the two-day program is mandatory as part of their CWG training.

Katie and Kevin Skated with Alexei Yagudin and Emanuel Sandhu.  Katie Blaker and Kevin Caron spent August  24& 25 in a seminar with Olympic and 4-time World Champion Alexei Yagudin. Along with Yagudin, these skaters received instruction from 3 time Canadian Champion and international medallist, Emanuel Sandhu, his coach Joanne McLeod and Anne Schelter who developed the world-renowned program called Annie’s Edges to help skaters gain optimum speed. This invite came as a result of their selection to the BC/YT Section Provincial Development Team for 05/06.  

Summer Competition Results - The BC Summerskate competition was held August 18-21 in Burnaby.  Katie Blaker, Kevin Caron, Chantal Emond and Teneil Caron competed in the pre-novice event.  Results were:
Kevin Caron – 7th;  Katie Blaker – 8th
Chantal Emond – 20th;  Teneil Caron – 22nd
Millie Austin competed in the pre-novice ladies freeskate event at Prairie Skate in Saskatchewan.  She placed 4th.  

Congratulations to all!
Test Day – The next test day is set for September 23 and 24.  Judge Rowena Gadjadhar will be here.  See your coach to discuss your participation.
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We still have two positions vacant.  Please let us know if you would be able to fill one of them.  The pay is poor but the benefits are great!
Program Schedule for October to March

I have included a schedule for all Arctic Edge winter programs.  Please see the Leisure Guide for full program descriptions and program costs.
1
September 5, 2005

PAGE  
2
September 5, 2005


[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]