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Welcome to a second season with Arctic Edge Skating Club!  After a summer of hard work and lots of fun, and hopefully some holidays too, our StarSkaters and CanPower skaters started back on the ice September 5.  All other programs begin the week of October 2.
Ice Schedules – Detailed September and October ice schedules are attached to the e-mail containing this newsletter. These schedules include lessons times and coach information for each session.  We have had to make some changes to our ice times for various reasons. Here are some of the key changes to look for:
· Effective Monday September 18 - Wednesday morning ice is being moved to Monday morning.  Sr. Stroking will then take place on Friday morning.
· Lesson times for Junior programs have had some slight adjustments.

Please be aware that there may be more changes to schedules in the upcoming weeks.  Registration in the Junior StarSkate program is significantly lower than expected.  If this does not increase significantly in the next week, changes to the ice and scheduling for this program will be required.
Programs Offered - Our program line-up looks a little different this year.  We have defined the criteria for the various programs to help us achieve more consistency in skating ability and improved lesson effectiveness for all of our skaters. Here is an outline of our programs.




CanSkate – A learn to skate program for children who want to learn the basics of skating. The CanSkate program emphasizes progressive learning in a fun environment.  It is taught in a group lesson format by Skate Canada professional coaches and trained Program Assistants. 
The program is organized in six stages of learning.  Each stage has six fundamental movements: Go forward, Go backward, Stop, Turn, Spin and Jump. The skills in these fundamental movement categories progress in order from the very simple to the more complex.  Once the skills on each stage are mastered, a badge is awarded.
Skaters complete the CanSkate program ready for figure skating, speed skating or hockey.  
JumpStart – Is designed for those CanSkate participants who have completed a minimum of Stage 3 and show promise and interest in the sport of figure skating. 

This program is offered twice a week on Tues and Thursday between 5:15 and 6:00 PM.  These sessions feature 45 minutes of group instruction offered by our certified coaches and Program Assistants.
They also have the option of skating on the 12:15 – 1:30 PM Saturday Junior/Jumpstart Open Session.  This is a great time to introduce them to other skaters and to experience private lessons should you wish to pursue that option.

StarSkate - This year we have added a new group to our StarSkate Program.  We now have Junior, Intermediate and Senior StarSkate sessions.  Skaters in these programs work on developing their skills in all of the disciplines of skating including skills, dance, freeskate and interpretive.  The season runs September 5, 2006 – May 4, 2007.  

The junior program involves both group and private lessons, while the intermediate and senior programs typically involves group lessons for stroking and private lessons for all other disciplines. 
The intermediate program is new to our club this year and is designed for skaters who are ready for their preliminary freeskate test but have not yet taken that test.  

To help you register in the appropriate level and to assist us in having skaters of the same level together, we have developed the following entrance criteria.

Junior Elementary - Register in the Junior “Elementary” program if your child is landing a waltz jump & a toe-loop, can do a two-revolution 1 ft spin and has the recommendation of a coach.

Junior Pre-Preliminary - Register in the Junior “Pre-Preliminary” program if your child is landing a loop jump, can do a two- revolution sit spin and has the recommendation of a coach.

Intermediate - Register in the Intermediate Program if your child has  been determined by a panel of three senior coaches to have 3 out of 4 of the following criteria :

· Preliminary Skills Test

· Preliminary Dance Tests

· Lutz – Loop combination

· Fully rotated axel


Senior - Register in the Senior Program if you have passed your preliminary freeskate test. 

Competitive School Program - Register in the Competitive School Program if you have passed your Jr. Bronze Freeskate or higher and are able to arrange your academic schedule to be able to skate from 2:15 – 3:15 PM each weekday.
Synchronized Skating – Come out and try it for free this Wednesday and next.  This style of skating is featured in the big name skating shows such as “Ice Capades” and involves groups of 12 or more skaters performing various maneuvers in time to the music.  We are hoping to develop a team and need 15 members to proceed.  
Synchro is a great activity for skaters at the Pre-Preliminary  level and up.  It is perfect for those skaters who may not wish to skate full-time, but want to keep their skating legs limber.  Unlike other aspects of skating, synchro is a team sport that adds a valuable social aspect to the sport of figure skating.   So please consider adding this new aspect of skating to your activities this fall.

Special Olympics – Arctic Edge Skating Club is proud to work with Special Olympics in providing programming that supports all athletes to train and to compete. We are supporting the development of a team to participate in the 2007 Canada Winter Games and will be offering two sessions per week this year for our Special Olympics skaters.  They will skate Thursday evening and Saturday morning each week.

Adult Skating – We are once again offering our popular adult program.  Offered Monday and Wednesday evenings this program is open to skaters of all levels and interests.  General stroking and group lessons are offered as part of this program. 
CanPower - focuses on the balance, power, agility, speed and endurance skills, especially important for hockey players. CanPower is geared to skaters aged approximately six or older who already have basic forward and backward skating skills and are able to stop on command.  Participants should wear full hockey equipment.  Our September courses are full and we look forward to offering more CanPower during Christmas holidays.
Seminar for Senior, Intermediate and Junior StarSkaters - Arctic edge is pleased to present a seminar with Saskatchewan figure skating coach Dale Hazell.
Dale is a level five coach who has coached provincial, Canadian and international competitors and medalists.  He will be in Whitehorse for the Canada Games Test event.  We are lucky to have Dale stay on Monday to conduct a seminar for our local skaters.  
The seminar will take place Monday 
September 25 from 9:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. Dale will have two of his skaters, Nicole Hunter and Brandon Prete, assist with the seminar. 
Skaters will be divided into groups depending on skating levels.  We hope all StarSkate skaters will take advantage of this opportunity to skate with one of Canada’s great coaches.  
The club will assist in the cost of the seminar therefore we will only charge a fee of $25.00 per skater.  You must register by September 19 to be eligible to attend.    Please do so by sending a note to Lori Austin - austins@klondiker.com before September 19th.
See It Try It - Arctic Edge, Whitehorse Rapids Speed Skating Club and Whitehorse Minor Hockey are hosting a See It Try It event on September 17, 12:00 – 4:00 PM at Canada Games Centre.  It provides a chance for our members and the community to learn about our programs, try CanSkate, figure skating or synchro or even try a pair of speed skates. 

There will be a skate and gear swap too.  So go through your closets and storage area, bring your dresses, skates, and other gear to the rink with name and prices marked on them.  We will help you sell them that day.

We will need people to demonstrate their skills and program assistant to help us offer trial CanSkate lessons that day.  So if you are able to help us out we would appreciate if you would send me a message at cheryl.vanblaricom@northwestel.net..

Encourage your friends, neighbors and family to come out and try Canskate figure skating and speedskating for free that afternoon.  Speedskates will be available.  We are encouraging all families to come out and join the fun!

Test Day – The next test day is set for the afternoon of September 22.  Judge Judy Burwash will be here.  See your coach to discuss your participation. 
Summer Competition Results – Our skaters were very busy this summer attending 3 different competitions, one in each of the three western provinces.  

4 skaters participated in the Wild Rose Invitational Competition August 4-7, in Edmonton.  Here are the results:

Millie Austin 

Pre-Novice Ladies
8th
Kayla Hallonquist
Silver Interpretive
1st Sr. Bronze Skills

2nd 
Sr. Bronze Freeskate 
 3rd
Samantha Jarvis 
Introductory Interpretive 
3rd 




Jr. Bronze Freeskate
7th
Maddison Jarvis
Pre-Preliminary Freeskate
4th
Five skaters also attended Prairie Skate in Saskatoon August 11 – 13.  They had another set of fantastic results.  Look at these:
Pre-Preliminary Spins


Maya Austin 

4th

Maddison Jarvis 
6th

Pre-Preliminary Elements

Maddison Jarvis 
3rd 


Maya Austin 

4th
Pre-Introductory Interpretive

Maddison Jarvis
2nd


Maya Austin

3rd

Pre-Preliminary Freeskate

Maddison Jarvis 
4th


Maya Austin

6th

Pre-Novice Ladies

Millie Austin

8th
Jr. Bronze Freeskate 

Samantha Jarvis
9th
Jr. Bronze Elements


Samantha Jarvis
5th
Jr. Bronze Spins


Samantha Jarvis
7th

Introductory Interpretive


Samantha Jarvis
1st

Sr. Bronze Freeskate



Kayla Hallonquist
2nd
Sr. Bronze Skills 


Kayla Hallonquist
2nd
Silver Interpretive


Kayla Hallonquist
2nd 

Sr. Bronze Spins


Kayla Hallonquist
5th
8 of our skaters also competed at the BC Summer Skate Competition August 17 – 20 in Burnaby.  Many of them also stayed to attend a Canada Winter Games Camp the next week   They had great skates and a wonderful time. 

Here are the results from BC Summer Skate:

Pre-Novice Men


Kevin Caron - 2nd
Pre-Novice Ladies


Katie Blaker – 30th


Millie Austin – 41st


Chantal Emond – 60th


Teneil Caron – 63rd

Jr. Bronze Ladies -  

Samantha Jarvis- 12th
Sr. Bronze Ladies

Kayla Hallonquist – 8th
Pre-Preliminary Ladies


Rachel Pettitt – 2nd

Congratulations to all who competed this summer!

Session Monitor / Music Players – We are implementing a new policy to ensure that our StarSkate sessions run smoothly and safely.  We are seeking parents to volunteer to play music and be a session monitor at a StarSkate session.  A sign-up form is attached to the e-mail that accompanied this newsletter.
Volunteer Form – A parent volunteer form is attached to this newsletter.  Please complete it and e-mail it to cheryl.vanblaricom@northwestel.net or place it in the folder marked “Volunteer Forms” on the Arctic Edge Bulletin Board at the Canada Games Centre. 
Canada Winter Games Test Event – The best Novice and Pre-Novice skaters from Canada’s western Provinces and northern Territories will be competing in Whitehorse September 22 – 24, 2006.  Come out and cheer for the Yukon skaters who are trying out for our Canada Games Team.

The quality of skating will be superb… guaranteed!


Website – I ask your patience in the time that it is taking to get the website up and running.  I am new to website work and it is taking much more time than expected.
Once we get it populated we will have all newsletters and information about Arctic Edge available at the click of a mouse.  Please stay tuned!

Introducing the 2006 – 2007 Executive 
Co-Chairs
Vacant
Vice Chair
Maureen Caron
Treasurer
Sheri Blaker
Secretary
Diane Emond
Competition
Vacant
 Program
Anita Diakow 
   Co-Chairs
Irene LaPrairie

Fundraising
Kirk Jarvis & Jocelyne Allard
Publicity
Cheryl Van Blaricom

Test Chair
Christine Neufeld
Ice Show 
Vacant

    Chair

We still have four positions vacant.  Please let us know if you would be able to fill one of them.  
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