January 7, 2011

Address To Bingo Customers About Changes In 2011
Welcome and Happy New Year Everyone!

My name is Cheryl Van Blaricom

I am the Chair of the Arctic Edge Skating Club

On behalf of the skaters, parents and the executive of Arctic Edge Skating Club, I want to thank you for you support and patronage, I want to express our sincere thank you for your support of our club.  Your business is important to us.
I know that you are aware, that due to competition with radio bingo, the attendance at the Friday night bingo has changed significantly.  As a result of those changes in attendance, our bingo revenues have been declining significantly for the last 5 years.  In 2010, on days when there was radio bingo, we were only breaking even or losing money. 

We are a volunteer organization, supporting the youth of our community, and have no revenue base other than this bingo. We have tried not to make significant changes to our bingo, and have made many changes to the fees structures and financial supports for our members before we looked at changing bingo.  We have increased fees for our Figure skaters by almost 400% over the past two years and we have eliminated the travel bursary that we previously offered to offer skaters.

Unfortunately ice costs keep rising and this alone is not enough to enable us to meet our expenditures.  In 2011 we have had to make some changes to our bingo payouts to help us keep this bingo alive for you and for us.   The changes that you will experience are:
Early Birds
There is no longer a minimum payment for the first prize.  
The consolation prize is now $75.

Regular Games


No changes have been made to regular games.

Bonanza
The consolation prize is now $200 versus.

We know that these changes will affect you.  We also want you to know that they are crucial to the survival of the Friday night bingo and we hope that they will allow us to continue to serve you on a sustained basis. 
In closing, I want to express my sincere regret that we have had to make these changes and also to express a sincere thank you to all of you who support us on a regular and continued basis.
