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Happy New Year!
Another great year has started with exciting new events to come in the next four months.  We wish to welcome all new and returning skaters to our Canskate, Jumpstart and Star Skate program.   In addition to our weeknight 

CanSkate/jumpstart program we are pleased to offer once again a Saturday Canskate session.  There are still openings for Saturday and you can contact Sarah Hannath at arcticedgesc@northwestel.net for more information.
Christmas Seminar

The club hosted a Christmas seminar with Jason and Karen Mongrain from the Kelowna Skating Club.  Skaters at the seminar focussed on skills and activities for free skating technique. Both on and off-ice sessions where held for Junior, Intermediate/Teen and Senior StarSkaters. 

In addition to the great seminar held for our StarSkaters, Jason and Karen provided a CanSkate coach training session in which five people attended.  We wish to thank Christina Coombs, Ariel House, Jessica Diakow, Sheena Bilton and Angela Kozak for attending.  We will now be able to provide additional professional coaching options during our CanSkate sessions.  We would also like to thank Charlene Donald who will assist these new coaches in completing the written part of the coaches training which will have to be submitted within one year.
Yukon Championships 
Arctic Edge hosted a competition and test day in December at Takhini Arena.  StarSkaters from all levels attended.  Results of the competition are available on our website: 
www.arcticedge.ca
Upcoming Competitions
The Canada Winter Games which is held this year in Halifax, Nova Scotia from February 11 to 27 will be welcoming a team of three figure skaters from Arctic Edge Skating Club including Rachel Pettit, Bryn Hoffman, and Teneil Caron.  We wish them the best of luck!
In addition to this high profile event, there are several upcoming competitions in BC that some of our skaters may wish to attend.  You can visit the BC Skate Canada website for more information:

http://skatinginbc.com/content/home.asp
CanSkate

The CanSkate winter session got rolling again this week.  The fall session was a great success with lots of fun and great help from all of our volunteers, coaches and parents.  Our weekday program is full once again. The Saturday morning session runs from 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM this session to allow you 15 minutes more rest in the morning.
For new parents, the CanSkate program is run as follows:  Skaters start with an eight minute warm up at the beginning of the session.  They are then divided into groups and get a 12 minute group lesson by a professional coach.  The coaches then rotate and skaters have time in the fun zone or fast track either before or after the lesson.  There is a cool-down period of 5 minutes following lessons/fun zone where all skaters get together at the end.  We ask that parents encourage their child to focus on skating skills during the lesson and stay with the group the entire time unless there is an emergency.
Ice Cancellations & Changes
Please note that the Open StarSkate session on Saturday begins at 9:45 AM this session.

Winter is the time for special events.  There are several ice cancellations over the next two months.  These include:

· Saturday Jan. 29, 2011

· Sunday Jan. 30, 2011

· Thursday Feb. 10, 2011

· Friday Feb. 11, 2011

· Saturday Feb. 12, 2011

· Friday Feb. 25, 2011

· Saturday Feb. 26, 2011

· Sunday Feb. 27, 2011

We will try to schedule ice on those days but it will not necessarily be at the regularly scheduled time and you will be notified by email should there be additional ice available. You should also check the website regularly as changes are posted and kept up to date.
Summer School
Although the winter session is just starting it is also now time to think about the summer.  The executive has already started planning for another summer skating program where we have written and received a grant from Lotteries Yukon to run a program.  We will continue to work behind the scenes to get ice from the City and discuss coaching and off-ice options for running the program.  We hope to run a seminar at the end of the winter session in May and a second seminar in September to kick off the new season.  Look forward to more information in upcoming newsletters.

Bingo Changes
Ice is expensive!  One of our major fundraisers is Friday Night Bingo.  However, over the past several years, our revenues have been decreasing due to radio bingo.  We have made efforts to offset the loss in revenues by increasing fees and applying for grants.  However, this is not enough and as a result, we have made several changes to the bingo payouts which will hopefully increase our bingo revenues.  These have been approved by Lotteries Yukon and are applicable as of January 7, 2010.
Full details are posted on the index and bingo scheduling pages of our website.  We ask you to make yourself familiar with these changes prior to working your next bingo.

We would also appreciate if you could help us educate our bingo clients about the reason for these changes.  Our strategy is to be open and up front about the changes that we are making and the reasons for making them.

If you have any fundraising ideas and wish to discuss them please do not hesitate to bring them forward to the executive.  We are at risk of running a deficit once again this year which cannot be sustained much longer. 
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